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A Statement of Policy: 

To our many new subscribers we 
should like to give a restatement 
of the policy of Between the Lines. 
It is not intended to serve as a 
newspaper or magazine. It is a 
condensed, authentic report on 
significant trends of concern to the 
Christian mind. We seek to be 
neither pro-labor nor pro-capital 
for we do not believe unchristian 
socialization is the answer to un- 
christian capitalism. Either form 
of society would work if it were 
Christian. We are neither anti- 
administration nor pro-administra- 
tion. We are for the action of the 
government when it is Christian 
and opposed to it when it is un- 
christian. 

While we whole-heartedly sup- 
port American arms in the struggle 
for victory as the only way out of 
our present dilemma, we _ believe 
war is a preventable crime and 
that the economic or political im- 
perialism which breeds war is in- 
compatible with the Christian faith. 
“We seek to build through the fel- 
lowship of these pages an ever-in- 
creasing body of alert, informed, 
Christian citizens whose influence 
can be of inestimable value in the 
building of a more Christian so- 
ciety. 











Ameriean War Aims Soft-Pedaled 


There is something going on behind 
the scenes in American life that is far- 
reaching, sinister and mysterious. We 
have not been able to get complete cov- 
erage on it, for the evolution of these 
circumstances is not yet complete, but 
what we have learned we will pass on 
to you. = 

As reported in a recent issue of Be- 
tween the Lines, Henry Wallace, Sum- 
ner Welles and Milo Perkins, have given 
utterances in public addresses, officially 
representing the administration’s atti- 
tude, that pointed to a vast new liberal 
trend in the war aims of America: War 
aims that clearly promised a better world 
for the common man—yellow, brown or 
black, a new world of freedom and eco- 
nomic justice at the end of the conflict. 
Between the Lines spoke rejoicingly of 
these trends in the issue of June 22, 
but now a survey of the nation’s press 
shows that these speeches suffered wide- 
spread suppression at the time they were 
made. The news weeklies made compara- 
tively brief reports on them, but such 
large newspapers as the New York Her- 
ald Tribune and its syndicate, Chicago 
Daily News, Chicago Tribune and hun- 
dreds of other newspapers and news 
weeklies met the speeches with silence. 

The next development was the hailing 


(Continued on next page) 


Wage Increases 


The public has not heard the whole story of the labor unions’ new demand for 
wage increases touched off recently by the “little steel” demand for an increase 
of $1.00 a day and settled by the government war-labor board for a 48¢ daily 
increase, The newspapers have been blistering the workers for their demands 
‘or higher wages, accusing the working men of using the war program for selfish 
wage boosts. 

What the newspapers have not told you is that President Roosevelt tried to 
-orestall these higher wage demands, in his recent reports to Congress and the 
nation on the inflation threat, by asking business leadership to cut down profits, 
to agree to greater taxes on profits, and to limit top salaries to $25,000 a year 
after taxation. You will remember the $25,000 per year suggestion was promptly 
squashed and corporations, in spite of new tax rates are piling up the biggest 
profits in history. 

Also the salaries of top men are rapidly being increased. For instance, Eugene 
Grace, of Bethlehem Steel, has upped his salary from $271,000 to $357,000 per 
year; Tom Girdler, chairman of Republic Steel, went from $176,000 to $275,000. 
Frank Purnell, president of Youngstown Sheet and Tube, increased his salary 
from $72,000 to $95,000. That’s slightly more than a buck a day from where 
we sit. Remington Rand, still in contempt of a court decree upholding a Labor 
Board order, finds enough money in its treasury to increase President J. H. Rand’s 
remuneration from $92,000 to $125,000 while it refuses to complete paying its 
employees the back pay due them under the order. 

Let us say that working men and union bosses are selfish and greedy—but 
we can also see the hopelessness of the situation when business at the top so 
blindly leads the way in selfishness and greed. 


“In Union There Is Strength” 

Do you wonder why working men join unions? Here are clippings picked at 
random from one issue of a labor weekly: 

A WAGE BOoosT of $45 per month, two days a month off with pay, and paid vaca- 
tions, are included in the agreement signed recently by Local 22826, Railway Pa- 
trolmen, with the Terminal Railroad Association, St. Louis. 

A BoosT in hourly wages and paid vacations have been gained by the members 
of Federal Labor Union 22897 employed at the Berger Supply Company, Pitts- 
burgh, as the result of an arbitration award. 

THE MEMBERS OF Local 20358, Paper Box Workers, are benefiting from an in- 
crease in hourly wages gained recently from the Western Containers Company, 
Seattle, Washington. 

AN AGREEMENT HAS been signed by Federal Labor Union 21132 with the Keokuk 
Electro-Metals Company, Keokuk, Iowa, which calls for a ten per cent increase 
in pay. 

AN AGREEMENT WHICH raises weekly wages was recently negotiated by Federal 
Labor Union 21369, Cannery Workers, with the Van Houtan Company, New 
York City. 

The power of the labor movement is due to the fact that years ago, before 
unions were organized, the average steel and iron worker, coal miners or railroad 
men worked twelve hours for poverty-level wages. In spite of all the evils of 
unionism, which have been abundant, labor’s better living conditions, high 
wages and shorter hours have been gained almost entirely by the steady pressure 
of union action. Suppose Christian industrialists had been willing to lead in these 
advances in just and fair distribution of the benefits of toil without waiting for 
the violence of unionism to compel them... . 


Correction 


Between the Lines was misinformed in its report that sugar rationing would be 
stopped. It is true that with the bad planning that has characterized much of our 
war program, the sugar rationing also was badly bungled. There is plenty of 
sugar but rationing cards are apparently for the duration. The government says 
it is because of transportation. Sugar wholesalers say there is plenty of sugar 
everywhere. We can only say that your guess is as good as ours! 


Rolling Stock 


A former Belgian parliamentarian says that the Germans have drained all 
but 1,800 of his country’s 4,200 rail locomotives, and all but 40,000 out of 120,000 
coaches. Little known appears the fact that, shortly prior to the invasion, 
Germany made a demand for a loan of 10,000 freight cars, which was refused 
and which may have had some share in the decision to strike in the spring of 1940. 
The Nazis had long since ruined German rolling stock by neglecting repairs and 
manufacture fur the arms drive. This was one reason, often overlooked, why 
the now-occupied lands were coveted. 
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“Fellowship” Farm 


* A new project being started in the south which should have 
a far-reaching and important effect upon the religious and 
economic life there is Koinonia Farm (‘“Koinonia” from the 
Greek word meaning “fellowship’”). Koinonia Farm will train 
Negro preachers in modern farming methods as well as in 
the religious nurture of souls. Its purpose is, “To relate, 
through a ministry to both individuals and community, the 
entire life of the people to Jesus Christ and His teachings... 
To provide an opportunity for Christian students to serve a 
period of apprenticeship in developing community life on the 
teachings and principles of Jesus. To seek to conserve the soil, 
which we believe to be God’s holy earth. 

“The methods to be used in realizing these purposes include: 
Scientific and practical farming, so as to make the undertaking 
as nearly self-supporting as possible, to afford a demonstration 
of successful and unsuccessful methods, and to provide an in- 
formation service for farm families, such as personal counseling 
and advice, reference files of magazines, government bulletins, 
books, etc.; Preaching and teaching the Bible upon every op- 
portunity—in vacation Bible schools, Sunday schools in neg- 
lected areas, institutes for preachers and religious workers, 
and informal discussions and personal contacts”; etc. 

The men who head the project, Dr. Clarence L. Jordan, and 
Rev. Martin England, are admirably equipped for their task. 
They havg had thorough training both in theology and agri- 
culture and have had wide experience in work with southern 
Negroes. 

Several unusual features distinguish this significant and 
unique plan for Christian service. It is interracial, cooperative 
and communal, it is controlled by investment of life rather 
than capital, it will apply the principle of distribution accord- 
ing to need, and will minister to the largest and most neglected 
minority group in America—the rural, southern Negro. For- 
ward-looking Christians will watch its development with keen 
interest. 


Administration Fighting to Prevent Power Shortage 


We have reported to you occasionally concerning the conflict 
between the great privately owned light and power utilities and 
the government-owned power projects, some of which are now 
in operation and some still in the blue print stage. Remember 
that the newspapers and news weeklies are subservient to the 
light and power corporations through their vast control over 
advertising. Thus, you are getting only one side of the story 
as you read the continuous news propaganda against govern- 
ment power projects and the stories of the vast service to the 
war effort being made by the private corporations. 

Recently the Brookings Institute, one of America’s leading 
research institutions, published a report of tremendous impor- 
tance which was quite generally ignored by the commercial press 
and radio for obvious reasons. The report stated what has 
been claimed by federal power authorities for some time—that 
we are moving toward a very serious power shortage all over 
America due to the failure of the public utilities of America to 
expand sufficiently to meet the country’s growing need. 

The privately owned utilities which have furnished most of 
the country’s light and power do not want to expand more than 
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is absolutely necessary because they fear such expansion would 
break the monopoly control they have had over electrical re- 
sources in the past, and destroy the accompanying high prices 
and profit they have been able to maintain. On the other hand, 
the government through its federal power projects (Tennessee 
Valley, etc.) has proven that an enormous increase of electrical 
power can be made available to American industry and agri- 
culture very economically through the increased use of unde- 
veloped natural power resources in our country. 

The private corporations, as we have repeatedly reported in 
Between the Lines, are fighting these federal plans savagely 
at every turn. The Brookings Institute report, a scientific 
study without special interest or prejudice, should clear the air 
for greater progress in the expansion of our natural resources 
were it not for the fact that such findings are usually squashed 
and silenced by the money powers that still control much of 
our lives and resources. Thus a battle is being fought of which 
the average citizen knows little, yet which affects almost every 
department of his life. 

One of the familiar items of publicity which the utility cor- 
porations are using is the denial that they are privately owned. 
They broadcast the information that they, like the Bell Tele- 
phone Corporation, are owned by thousands of average citizens 
who are stockholders, thus they are public servants owned 
by the public they serve. The facts are that the stockholders 
have little or nothing to do with the policy of the corporations. 
The stockholder gets his dividend in good years, or gets notes 
of regret from the company treasurer when business is low, 
but the big stockholders (the Morgan interests of Wall Street, 
etc.) do control the company policy, control the profits both good 
and bad years, see to it that profits are syphoned off into big 
salaries for company officers and boards of directors, and tricky 
mergers of interlocking, inter-company holding companies which 
net more lush margins and fees to the same directors and com- 
pany officers. The little fellow sits home clutching his stock and 
coupons, thinking he is part of it, when it is more accurate to 
say he is “the goat” since it is his invested money that made 
the whole scheme possible. These statements are based upon 
facts brought out in numerous federal suits against utility 
companies in recent years. 


Refugees 


There are increased grumblings that are now reaching high 
places because of the number of able-bodied male refugees who 
loll around fashionable beach clubs and resorts and idle in 
the smart night clubs in New York. What these Americans 
want to know is why rich young foreigners should dawdle lux- 
uriously in safe places while young Americans are fighting all 
over the world. 

In some so-called exclusive clubs, you hear more French 
spoken than English. No wonder members of long standing 
want to know whose war this is anyway. You also hear behind- 
the-hand remarks as to how these rich refugees got out with 
so much money and what effect their cashing in and clearing out 
had on the destinies of their countries. For months it has been 
an open scandal that many foreigners keep their fortunes in 
that well-known “sock,” thus avoiding taxes. Luxury stores 
that sell fine furs, and rare jewels, are glad to see them because 
they buy lavishly. 








